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2017 COLLOQUIUM AT NYANSAPO COLLEGE 

The 2017 Colloquium at Nyansapo College, held on 7 November, 2017, had as its theme, 

"Examining Gender Dimensions of Development – Towards a Breakthrough in Africa’s Social 

Development Agenda."  

Chaired by Mrs Abigail Burgesson of the African Women’s Development Fund, (AWDF), the 

colloquium examined the extent to which social practices stemming from gender prejudices 

retard economic development and how to eradicate them to pave way for required sustainable 

strides towards development efforts. Focus was on Africa and some cases in Ghana were 

highlighted by leading panelists, including Prof Mrs Akua Biritwum, a Lecturer at the University 

of Cape Coast, Ms Carmen Torres, a Program Officer at the European Center for Development 

Policy Management in Maastricht, the Netherlands and Dr Mrs Comfort Asare, Director of 

Department of Gender at the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection, Accra, Ghana. 

 

In her opening remarks, the Moderator, Mrs Rose Keddy, former Deputy Clerk of Parliament 

and a facilitator at the Nyansapo College, noted that gender inequality persisted all over the 

world although in varying degrees. She particularly regretted the fact that people continued to 

face discrimination, based on their gender, in access to work and economic assets   Gender 

representation in public decision making, she remarked, remained grossly unbalanced in spite of 

international and national efforts being made to address that social problem. 

In her intervention, Ms Carmen Torres of ECDPM addressed the myriad of socio-economic 

challenges the world needed to address with a view to creating a more conducive atmosphere for 

a balanced gender participation in the development of all countries. She enumerated major 

continental and regional instruments adopted with a view to guiding that endeavour, especially 

Africa’s Agenda 2063 and the SDGs. 

The debate and interactions from the audience centered on how scholars, UNECA experts, 

governmental and non-governmental organizations could  be further empowered to research into 

appropriate incentives to help create  non-discriminatory societies where socio-economic 

contributions to development, regardless of the gender of contributors, would be recognised and 

encouraged. 

The distinguished Chairperson and the highly informed panelists who were well versed in the 

matter of gender discrimination, made an admirable effort in impressing the audience on the 

need to address that social problem. Together with the audience, key areas that could be targeted 

in African countries, including Ghana, in their quest to make meaningful breakthrough in that 

aspect of their respective social development agendas, were identified.  

The symposium was well attended by Nyansapo College Faculty and MAIRD students, senior 

public officials from different sector ministries, personalities from the society at large, as well as 

high school students from Kaneshie Secondary Technical School, Aburi Girls High School and 

Accra Academy. 

 

 


