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ABSTRACT 

The EU asserts that provisions in the EPA are oriented towards the economic 

transformation of partner countries such as Ghana. It has been noted that a 

strategic evaluation of the economic benefits of past agreements has revealed 

negative welfare effects on farmers in particular. This study examines the 

impact the Cotonou Agreement, in particular, has had on the life of fruit 

farmers in Ghana. The quantitative methodology employed a cross-sectional 

survey to gather views and opinions of key stakeholders such as farmers and 

personnel of fruit producing companies in Somanya in the Eastern Region. 

The participants were 100 in number, made up of 70 farmers, 20 dependents 

and 30 personnel of the three factories. Each of the hundred research 

participants completed the survey with questionnaire being the survey 

instrument. The research found out that the terms and conditions of the CPA 

affect the business of the participants through creating easy access to the EU 

market and providing good collaboration with the EU partners. It showed 

emphatically that farmers were able to import fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit 

beverages production materials from countries under the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement. Though the agreement does not directly provide farm machinery 

and gadgets to farmers under the agreement, these farmers were able to trade 

with countries under the CPA under favourable conditions. The study 

recommends that there should be conscious national policies in the various 

countries under the CPA aimed at educating people on the terms and 

conditions of the CPA.  
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 In 2002, the European Union (EU) started trade negotiations with the 

African, Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP) countries. These negotiations resulted 

in the creation of the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) – a form of 

free-trade agreement – with sub-regional groupings being the focus. The EPAs 

marked the beginning of a new era in the economic relations between the EU 

and its member states and ACP countries by providing benchmarks and 

guidelines for inter-trade partnerships. The impact of such a partnership 

should be felt in the economy of a participating country and particularly in the 

socio-economic livelihoods of citizens. This is however not the reality of most 

African economies notably farmers. This quantitative correlational study 

examined the impact of the EPAs on fruit exporters in Ghana. The study 

focused on assessing the extent to which the signing of the EPAs has impacted 

the export of fruits from Ghana to the EU. The research focus also covered the 

assessment of whether Ghana is on course to fully benefit from the EPA it 

signed with the EU in 2016 and/or seeks alternative development strategies to 

trade liberalization.  The study is important because it assessed the likelihood 

of Ghana developing under the EPAs through assessment of the viability of 

activities of fruit producers and exporters in Ghana.  The study used a 

quantitative methodology for data collection and analysis.   

Background to the Study 

  Ghana has since 1963, been part of the ACPs involved in trade 

relations with the European Union [EU] (Mayul, 2007). The pre-Lomé 

agreements i.e. Yaoundé I & II dating from 1963 to 1975, the Lomé 
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conventions I – IV from 1975 to 2000 and recently the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement (2000 -2010) all buttress this fact of a long partnership with the 

EU. An economic partnership agreement is an economic arrangement that 

seeks to eliminate barriers to the free movement of goods, services, and 

investment between countries. This agreement can be considered as an 

intermediate step between free trade area and a single market in the process of 

economic integration (Gruniller et al., 2018).   

 The EU is an important trade partner for Ghana because it is the 

leading source of Ghana's imports (Gruniller et al.). Trade liberalization leads 

to open opportunities for emerging and developing countries to assimilate into 

standardized markets and to harness benefits from the increasing trend in 

commercial activities. The primary objective of EPAs is to foster sustainable 

development and integration of ACP states into the global economy making 

them fully compliant to the World Trade Organization (WTO) rules. Whiles a 

considerable amount of literature has expounded on the implications of EPAs 

on the economies of the West African sub-region; not much of these research 

works have been published focusing on agriculture in Ghana although 

agriculture is the highest employer of the country’s labour force (MOFA, 

2015). The Government of Ghana aims to achieve structural transformation of 

the economy and in that light, it will be necessary to take a critical look at the 

impact of the implementation of the EPA’s on the production and export of 

fresh fruits to the EU. The research might provide findings on the impact of 

the EPA’s on Ghana and her European trade partners and how identified 

challenges could be addressed.  
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Statement of the Problem 

The EU asserts that provisions in the EPA are oriented towards the 

economic transformation of partner countries such as Ghana. Obeng (2018) 

noted that a strategic evaluation of the economic benefits of past agreements 

has revealed negative welfare effects on farmers in particular. The finding by 

Obeng, calls to question successive governments’ commitment to integrating 

espoused benefits and opportunities of the EPA’s into Ghana's development 

agenda. The signing of the EPA might pose a threat to agricultural production 

and exports in the sense that such agreements disadvantage especially non-EU 

parties. This is because these parties are always required to meet certain values 

and benchmarks for which they cannot (FAO, 2006). Nigeria, a giant in the 

ACP, has been hesitant to sign on to the EPA because of this particular 

hindrance which seems to impede the small and medium scale business in the 

country (Berthelot, 2018). 

African leaders have failed to mainstream developmental strategies 

inherent in the EPA into local strategies to ensure the realization of 

developmental objectives such as a better economic position of the country 

and better living standards for the ordinary farmer. The signing of the EPAs 

without consultation with stakeholders might pose a threat to agricultural 

production (Osei-Ansah, 2005). The lack of coordination and restrictions such 

as the ban on the exports of some foodstuffs from ACP countries is sometimes 

embedded in the EPA limit the benefits of the partnership to the ACP’s. The 

quantitative descriptive correlational study focused on examining the 

performance of exporters in relation to the terms and conditions agreed on and 

signed between the ACP’s and the EU. This was done by interviewing 
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randomly selected 100 farmers, twenty exporters of fruits in Somanya to know 

first-hand the impact of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement on their business. 

The research also made use of existing secondary data produced by 

stakeholders and governments of ACP countries regarding progress made in 

the implementation of the EPAs in articles, publications and the government 

report on the economy of Ghana. Data gathered was analysed using the 

Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) and Microsoft Excel software 

respectively. The study focused on mango and pineapple farmers located 

within Somanya in the Eastern Region of Ghana. 

Purpose of the Study 

This quantitative study was to examine the impact the Cotonou 

Agreement, in particular, has had on the life of fruit farmers in Ghana. In 

recent times concerns have been raised on whether the CPA is the solution to 

Africa’s developmental challenges because most African economies are still 

suffering from the rippling effects of the global financial crises (Sam, 2016). 

This stems from the fact that the EPA when critically examined; normally 

favors the EU or developed economies at the expense of developing partners 

like Ghana. The quantitative descriptive correlational research study examined 

the benefits the EPA’s have brought to designated farmers and producers of 

fruit products in Ghana and future prospects for improved performance.  

Research Objectives 

  The following objectives are targeted by the researcher based on the 

purpose of the study: 
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1. Examine agriculture trade policy relations that have existed between 

the EU and ECOWAS by perusing the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement. 

2. Assess the impact Yaoundé Conventions, Lomé Conventions, Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement on Ghana’s exports of fruits in terms of 

volume and  value from 2013 to 2018 by examining the record of 

exports with to the EU.  

3. Evaluate potential benefits in terms of technology transfer to improve 

product quality and farm practice. 

Research Questions 

The descriptive quantitative correlational study addressed the 

following research questions (RQs) developed from the research objectives: 

      1.  What are the agricultural trade policy relations that have existed 

between the EU and ECOWAS as prescribed in the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement? 

     2. What are the impacts of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement on the 

exports of fruits from Ghana in terms of volume and value between 

2013 and 2018? 

      3.  What are the potential benefits in terms of technology transfer from 

European partners to Ghanaian farmers and producers that directly 

improve product quality and farm practice? 

Hypotheses  

The following research hypotheses have been formulated from the 

research questions: 
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H0: There are no significant terms and conditions under the 

Cotonou Partnership  Agreement that impacts the lives of fruit 

farmers in Ghana. 

H1: There are significant terms and conditions under the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement that impacts the lives of fruit farmers in 

Ghana. 

Significance of the Study 

The purpose of the descriptive quantitative correlational study was to 

ascertain the economic impact of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement on the 

lives of fruit farmers and companies that produce fruit products for exports 

into the EU market. The quantitative correlational study is to ascertain the 

significance of EPA on the socio-economic development of ACP countries 

with Ghana as a case study. Findings from the study served as a source of 

information for policymakers in the agriculture industry in Ghana. Results 

from the study enhanced both academic and industrial knowledge in 

negotiations towards the execution of trade agreements that benefit citizens. 

Findings may also facilitate decision making by the EU towards enhancing 

relates relations with partners.  

Delimitations 

Participants for the study were selected through the application of 

simple random sampling out of the targeted population for the study. The 

sample population included fruit exporters in the agriculture sector at the 

designated research cite of Somanya in the Yilo Krobo district of the Eastern 

region of Ghana.  There are about 15 fruit plantations in the Somanya district. 

Most of these plantations are privately owned and managed. Various types of 
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fruits are produced from the Somanya area for exports. The specific area 

selected for the study cover about 30 acres of land and home to four different 

fruit farms. 10 members of the Association of fruit exporters, Ghana were part 

of the sample for the study. Farmers dominated the sample for the survey.  

Limitations 

The researcher envisaged limitations in the data collected to the study. 

This was because less control can put on the quality of the response and 

therefore the information that was used to make the conclusions of the study. 

The number of respondents selected for the study was limited by the time 

available for this study. This also impeded on the quality of the outcome of the 

study since the scientific nature of quantitative study required a reasonable 

amount of sample for the right results to be attained, however, the researcher 

believed the sample selected fairly represented characteristics of the 

population of farmers.  This study was also limited by the questionnaire 

employed to gather the data and the questions asked from respondents. After 

collection of data, the researcher feared that these questions might not fully 

cover all the salient information needed to fully answer the research questions 

that are queried by the study. 

Definitions of Terms 

 This section was used to define some of the words that further explain 

the meaning of the agreement. These terms are mostly associated with the 

terms and conditions of the agreement. The following terms are therefore 

selected and defined in this study. 

 Trade Policy: This is described as an encompassing term that is used 

to cover topics that involve international trade. Trade policy is often described 
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in terms of a scale between the extremes of free trade without restrictions and 

on the trade on one side and protectionism i.e. restrictions to protect domestic 

producers on the other side (Heribert, 2009).   

  Socio-Economic Development: This is a practice of organizational 

transformation with uninterrupted technological improvement and industrial 

progression, which raises labour efficiency, and goes together with 

enhancements in infrastructure and institution, which lessens transactional cost 

(Tetteh, 2015).  

Organization of the Study 

Documentation of the descriptive quantitative correlational research 

study is organized into five chapters. Chapter one includes the background of 

the study, statement of the problem, the objective of the study and the 

significance of the study. Chapter two reviews relevant theoretical and 

empirical literature on trade agreements and implications of EPA’s on the 

economies of ACP countries. Chapter three includes discussions on the 

method and methodology for data collection and analysis. Chapter four covers 

data analysis and presentation of findings while chapter five covers the 

summary, conclusion, and recommendations from study participants. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Introduction 

The purpose of this quantitative descriptive correlational study into the 

economic partnership agreement and agricultural production was to examine 

the impact the Cotonou Agreement, in particular, has had on the life of fruit 

farmers in Ghana. In recent times concerns have been raised on whether the 

CPA is the solution to Africa’s developmental challenges because most 

African economies are still suffering from the rippling effects of the global 

financial crises (Sam, 2016). This stems from the fact that the EPA when 

critically examined; normally favours the EU or developed economies at the 

expense of developing partners like Ghana. The quantitative descriptive 

correlational research study examined the benefits the CPA had brought to 

designated farmers and producers of fruit products in Ghana and future 

prospects for improved performance. 

 The purpose of the study was achieved through the examination of benefits 

that the EPAs have brought to designated farmers and producers of fruit 

products in Ghana and future prospects for improved performance 

Chapter two covers discussions on the theoretical framework that 

underlies this study. It proceeded to discuss the literature search of this study. 

It then reviewed the seminal literature relevant to this study. Part of the 

seminal literature reviewed the terms of the Ghana interim EPA with the EU 

that is designed out of the CPA for the Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS) of which Ghana is part. Five of necessary clauses reviewed 

under this EPA are also explained in this chapter. The justification for and 



10 
 

against the relevance of Ghana`s EPAs was also discussed.  Recently 

published literature relative to this study was also assessed. The gaps that were 

identified in the reviewed literature were pointed out to indicate the specific 

problem this study seeks to solve and finally this chapter was closed with 

summary. 

Theoretical Framework 

Theoretical framework is a concept that is grounded on a present 

theory in a field of research that is linked and/or echoes the hypothesis of a 

study. It is a blueprint that is often ‘adopted’ by the researcher to form the 

basis of his/her research. It is the foundation upon which research is built 

(Fulton & Krainovich-Miller, 2010; Sinclair, 2007). Four interrelated theories 

have been selected to provide the foundation for the quantitative descriptive 

correlational research study.  

Absolute Advantage theory 

Adam Smith in 1776 propounded this theory of international trade. It is 

the idea of dominance of the supply of a particular deliverable, either product 

or service by a particular group or producer and in this case a particular 

country. This means one country controls the production and supply of a 

particular product or services and are therefore experts in all cases and queries 

on that service or product and therefore produces and controls the supply of 

the majority of the supply of the particular commodity. Ghana and the Cote 

D`Ivoire together control the absolute advantages on the cocoa market of 

about 65% of the world`s cocoa beans market as compared to other countries. 

The living standards of the persons living in the area that possess these 
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advantages are used to measure the effectiveness of this theory in that 

particular area. 

Comparative Advantage Theory 

The concept of comparative advantage was proffered by the venerated 

economist David Ricardo. This was done in 1971 and is very relevant even in 

these times in terms of trade policies in international economic relations. It is a 

great avenue of insight for other theories and also helped in gaining more 

knowledge in the business of international trading. This theory is explained 

that businesses in trade-related countries, in this case, produce to suit the 

market that favours them comparatively so as to beat relative pricing in 

references to others products on the market. In such circumstance it is not 

unusual for the disadvantaged company or business to import such products 

from such comparative places to also cut down the cost even though the same 

product may be produced in his country. 

Heckscher-Ohlin theory 

This theory of international trade was propounded by two astute 

Swedish economists, Bertil Ohlin and Eli Heckscher, thus the name 

Heckscher-Ohlin theory. This where a product is deemed to be an exchange 

project where countries and businesses are encouraged to export products to 

places where it most useful and import products that is very much needs for its 

business survival. The theory is especially different from the two previously 

discussed theories; the brain behind this theory is to cut cost to the barest 

minimum, such that it encourages the avenue of exchange or import the most 

affordable products from a different place to replace one that may be produced 

in the country. The Heckscher-Ohlin theory very similar in this case to the 
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Ricardo theory, because of its simplicity in a study conducted in 1953, it was 

concluded that the U.S being very vexed in capital intensive projects in 

comparison with other nations, would export capital- intensive products and 

import labor-intensive merchandise.   

Product life cycle theory 

This theory was propounded and widely promoted by R. Vernon in 

1960. It argues that because everyone travels through its life cycle to the 

redundancy stage, it is wise to maximize its productive lifetime of the product. 

This, therefore, means that eventually a country was importing the same 

product it had dominance in its export market. The more established markets 

such as the EU and the Americas usually engage this theory since most 

developing countries do not even produce enough to warrant valid export 

volumes and values. Furthermore, in 1960 this theory best fitted the American 

economy since it was a growing market full of innovations. The American 

companies, therefore, utilized this theory to their advantage. In recent years, 

American companies do not enjoy the same monopoly and because other 

companies from other markets also practice innovation in their works and 

produce to meet the current market demands. Therefore, this theory can also 

be applied to these companies. 

Literature Search 

A literature search is a systematic, thorough search of all types 

of literature (e.g. books, peer-reviewed articles, etc. on a research topic 

Rau (2004). The researcher reviewed scholarly works on the EPA’s that are 

relevant to the study. The researcher therefore, engaged secondary data such 

as books and other reviewed works both online and physical ones on the EPA 
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for the purpose of this research. The researcher also in the efforts to better 

informed the study, read articles and journals that were beneficial to the 

information of the readers of this study. 

Review of Seminal Literature - History and Evolution of ACP-European 

Union trade relations. 

 The three ACP-European Union trade agreements were discussed in 

this section. The discussions begun with a brief background to the three EPAs 

which are the Yaoundé Conventions, the Lomé Conventions, and the Cotonou 

Agreement, which is the current agreement Ghana abides under. Further 

details were given under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement to briefly the 

current terms and conditions under which Ghana trades with its EU partners. 

The Yaoundé Conventions  

The first agreement between any African country and its colonial 

power was the Yaoundé Conventions. After World II, inter-trade between 

countries was picking up rapidly and African countries willing and able trade 

between them and their European partner countries mobilized themselves for 

this purpose. Therefore, a mutual trade of beneficial nature to both parties was 

agreed upon between the EU and some African countries. This came about as 

a result of the idea of colonialism, such that the French desired to maintain the 

colonial power is exerted on the former African colonies. It, therefore, sought 

an avenue to achieve such purpose and the most eligible way that France, 

although it could achieve such purpose, was to open up its doors for trade. The 

first of the Yaoundé conventions, which was then called the Yaoundé I was 

signed in July 1963 became operational in June 1964. Eighteen African 

countries and France agreed to be part of this partnership and all of these 
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African countries were former French colonies. It was operational for 5 years 

and was renegotiated into a new deal called Yaoundé II. The second 

convention also spans for 5 years from 1 January 1970 to 31 January 1975. 

This good gesture was highly recognized by other former colonial powers and 

that recommendation led to the next conventions (Martin, 1982). 

The Yaoundé Conventions being the first of its kind provided the 

opportunity for an agreement of better terms and conditions and a benchmark 

to be used to measure the performance of such agreements. The researcher 

chose to discuss it to give a preview of the terms and conditions that it 

operating on and the link it has the Cotonou Partnership Agreement on which 

this research work is based. 

The Lomé Conventions  

  The second convention signed between the EU and African countries 

aimed at enhancing -trade was the Lomé Convention. In 1973, the United 

Kingdom joined the EC. Thus the UK, Belgium, Dutch, and the French 

formed the African, Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP) group under the provision 

of Protocol 22 of the 1972 Accession Treaty despite differences in political, 

economic and cultural systems.  The ACP countries in 1975, signed the first 

Lomé Convention (Lomé I) with the EC. It covered the period from April 

1975 to December 1980. The second Lomé Convention (Lomé II) and the 

third Lomé Convention (Lomé III) became operational during the period 

January 1981 to February 1985, and from May 1986 to December 1990, 

respectively. The Lomé IV started in 1990 and ended in 2000.  

The Lomé I Convention addressed many issues the Yaoundé II ignored. The 

Convention among other things: (i) adopted the system of non-reciprocity 
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requested by the ACP; (ii) provided the ACP greater access to the EU markets; 

(iii) redefined the rules of origin; (iv) granted a special protocol regulating 

sugar; (v) provided special treatment for beef, rum, and bananas.   

 As a result of these changes, over 90% of all exports from the ACP 

that part of the were allowed free entry into the EU markets and did not have 

to go through the rigorous screening and charges besides the once already 

stipulated in the convention. However, tariff barriers, based on quality and 

health regulations, were maintained, despite ACP opposition, on grounds that 

they were under each EC state's prerogative.  Lomé II Convention concluded 

in 1980, established the System for the Promotion of Mineral Production and 

Export (SYSMIN), which was a system that protected ACP countries that 

exported mining products to EU markets from price fluctuations. The Lomé III 

Convention, which was concluded in 1985, did not come out with anything 

significant until the final convention, Lomé IV which was signed in 1990. It 

made provisions for human rights protection, democracy, among others. Apart 

from being the only convention among the Lomé group of conventions to 

address human rights protection, rule of law, democracy, and economic 

diversification, it also marked the EU’s conversion to supporting the Structural 

Adjustment process initiated by the Bretton Woods Institutions. This move 

emphatically was to promote the private businesses of the ACP in order to 

help stabilize their economies and better promote intra trading. Generally, 

under the four Lomé conventions, the EU gave preferential access to ACP 

exports to their markets.  

Under the Lomé Conventions, ACP states benefited from the trade 

preferences granted them by the EU for about twenty-five years. The trade 
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preferences provided to the EU markets in terms of duty-free and quota-free 

access to ACP exports. Despite these interventions, ACP countries performed 

poorly relative to the achievements of espoused benefits Busse and Großmann 

(2004). The Lomé Conventions did not yield the expected result. In a surprise 

twist the volume of the exports from the ACP’s dropped sharply by 3% 

between 1975 and 2000 Busse and Großmann (2004). The fact is ACP states 

did not benefit much from the Lomé Conventions. In reference to the most-

favoured-nation clause (MFN) of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) that 

Ghana presently enjoys, preferences granted to one country who is a member 

of the WTO by another country must be extended to all WTO member 

countries. However, in the case of the EU and ACP trade relations, the EU 

obtained waivers from the WTO to grant preferential trade access to its market 

by ACP states. Given this, the EU did not extend its preferential treatment to 

all members of the WTO.   

As one of the main proponents of the multilateral trading system, the 

EU’s standpoint was that it had to fully comply with the principles of the 

WTO, and therefore, needed new WTO-compatible trade arrangements with 

the ACP countries. These were key arguments put forward by the EU to 

propose the EPA’s. The ACP countries, initially, took a defensive position to 

maintain and improve the non-reciprocal trade preferences, arguing that 

preferences were necessary but are an insufficient condition for development. 

They also stressed the need for more EU support to address the supply side 

constraints of ACP economies, to enable them to take advantage of the 

preferential trade regime. Assuredly as it was, the journey to the EPA’s needed 

to be on a gradual basis since a lot of procedures were involved; hence the 
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inception of the CPA in 2000.  The relevance of this discussion is to give a 

preview of how the Lomé Agreement impacted on the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement which succeeded it and on which this research work is based. 

The Cotonou Partnership Agreement (CPA)   

The Cotonou Partnership Agreement being the focus of this research 

and is thoroughly discussed in this to know some of the salient terms that are 

agreed upon by both parties. This section therefore enlists and reviews the 

necessary terms and conditions in the CPA that impacts economic stability of 

the African partners in the agreement. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement is 

the agreement upon which the researcher based to conduct this research work.  

The Cotonou Agreement, signed in 2000 and concluded for a term of 

20 years, marked a new stage in the development of mutual trade relations. An 

important element of the Agreement was to negotiate Economic Partnership 

Agreements (EPA’s) during a specified period. Those were supposed to be 

agreements providing for the progressive removal of barriers to trade on a 

mutual basis, including the liberalization of essentially all trade in goods, as 

well as for extending cooperation to encompass other trade-related areas, in 

particular trade in services, investment, copyright, customs arrangements. 

EPA’s were intended to support regional integration between the ACP States, 

to promote their development, and to contribute to poverty eradication in the 

countries concerned. Negotiations on EPA’s are conducted in several regional 

areas, including West Africa. Covering more than one-sixth of the surface area 

of the continent with 16 countries, the region is ‘almost' the same in terms of 

membership as the regional integration community functioning since the 

1970s – the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). In the 
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2010s, the only country in the region remaining outside the community is 

Mauritania (but with a signed partnership agreement with the ECOWAS).  

As the framework for designing and implementation the EPA, the CPA 

committed the two parties to work together towards the achievement of the 

objectives of poverty eradication, sustainable development, and the gradual 

integration of the ACP countries into the world economy. The EU resolved to 

promote the economic, social and cultural development of ACP countries. On 

a more important note, the two parties registered their readiness to revive their 

special relationship and to implement a comprehensive and integrated 

approach for a strengthened partnership, based on political dialogue, 

development cooperation, economic and trade relations. The fundamental 

principles of the CPA are based on the equality of the partners and owners of 

their development strategies. Again, it ensures a partnership that is open to 

different kinds of actors such as the CSO’s and the Private Sector (PS) into the 

mainstream of political, economic, and social welfare of member states. 

Moreover, there are other pivotal roles of dialogue and the fulfilment of 

mutual obligation; differentiation, and regionalization, which means that the 

level of each partner's development, its needs, its performance as well as its 

long-term development strategy were considered by the parties. Meanwhile, 

particular emphasis was placed on regional integration. Special treatment was 

given to the Least-Developed Countries and the vulnerability of landlocked 

and island countries.   

The Agreement also included provisions, aimed at ensuring the 

coherence of EC policies. Under the provision, the EC was to inform the ACP 

states of any proposal that might affect the interest of the ACP countries 
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concerning the objectives of the agreement. The CPA extended the 

preferential treatment offered the ACP states by the EU to export their 

product's duty and quota-free to the EU markets. The non-reciprocal trade 

preference granted ACP states by the EU under the CPA was expected to 

expire by December 31, 2007, after which the EU and the ACP trade relations 

would be governed by another trade regime, the EPA. The CPA was to lay the 

foundation for the conclusion of the EPA’s between the ACP countries and the 

EU. As a result, the two parties engaged in series of negotiations to conclude 

the EPA to have a reciprocal trade relations aimed at bringing development to 

the ACP states through poverty reduction, capacity building, strengthening 

regional integration and granting 100 percent free access to the EU marking 

while ACP countries grant the EU products 75 percent free access to their 

markets. 

In terms of their trade regimes in relations with the European Union, 

West African countries rank among the African, Caribbean, and Pacific states 

(ACP) i.e. former colonies of certain Member States, with special trade 

relations with the EU. From 1975, they enjoyed duty-free access to the EU 

market for all industrial and agricultural goods, except temperate-zone 

products posing competition to EU products and covered by the common 

agricultural policy. Therefore, until 2000, West Africa could benefit from 

duty-free access to the EU market for most of its products under the 

Convention of Lomé, to contribute through trade to the development of the 

region. Those were non-mutual preferences so the countries of the region were 

not obliged to grant the same concessions to EU goods. But such unilateral 

trade preferences were inconsistent with the WTO rules, therefore they needed 



20 
 

to be replaced with mutual preferences in the form of creating free trade areas, 

including between the EU and West Africa. However, the establishment of 

free trade areas involves lifting of tariffs in mutual trade; in this case by West 

African countries (the EU eliminated most tariffs much earlier). Nevertheless, 

the EU had an option for maintaining autonomous unilateral preferences 

(asking for a waiver).  

The EU could have requested from the WTO the possibility of granting 

autonomous unilateral (rather than mutual) tariff preferences as it did in the 

case of Moldova in 2008 on the grounds that Moldova was the poorest country 

on the European continent and lacked the necessary competitiveness to 

introduce reciprocal trade preferences arising from the conclusion and 

performance of a free trade agreement with the EU12. The European Union 

refused to offer the same treatment to West African countries although some 

of the countries in the region (e.g. Ghana, Côte d'Ivoire, Nigeria) are 

characterized by even lower development levels (measured by GDP per 

capita) than Moldova and, basically, would be eligible for the same regime as 

the ‘Moldova treatment'. One must not forget that concerning West African 

exports to the European Union, tariffs are not the sole obstacle to the EU 

market access. A significant role is also played by technical barriers, in 

particular, those relating to food safety, consumer protection, etc. A new stage 

in the development of mutual relations with West African countries (and with 

all the ACP States in general) was marked by the Partnership Agreement 

signed in Cotonou on 23 June 2003 for a period of twenty years (from March 

2000 to February 2020), with a possible review every five years (which took 

place in 2005 and 2010). The Cotonou Partnership Agreement was the EU’s 
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largest international agreement governing relations between the 28 European 

countries. This section, therefore, sought to convey the history of the EPA’s, 

the economic positions of the ACP’s especially Ghana, the Cotonou 

agreement in detail, the history and fate of Ghana in the partnership agreement 

and the economic worth of Ghana before the agreement.  

The Terms of Ghana’s interim EPA with the EU  

         The interim EPA between the European Community and Ghana initialled 

on 13th December, 2007 has witnessed a slight modification particularly in the 

standstill clause and the annex 32. The standstill clause has been revised to 

incorporate an ECOWAS common external tariff (CET). Further, Annex II 

which outlines the parameters of Ghana's liberalization schedule has been 

amended from the requirement to gradually liberalize Group A products in 

five tranches (2009-2013), to the requirement to liberalize the products in the 

group by January 1, 2013. Annex II also now includes an additional levy of 

0.5% on the cost, insurance, and freight (c.i.f.) for Export Development and 

Agriculture Investment Fund (EDAIF) up to the end of 201733. Thus all these 

tariff lines were eliminated by the first initialled EPA. It should be emphasized 

that the interim EPA focuses on trade in goods only and does not cover other 

areas of liberation such as trade in services, government procurement, etc. 

 The following are an example of some of the changes that occurred in 

the EPA`s. In article 15 (standstill clause) of the initialled agreement in 2007, 

No new customs duty on imports or the introduction of new customs duties 

were int5roduced. However, on the IEPA on Council website dated 10 July 

2008, No new customs duty on imports or introduction of new custom duties 

with the exception of an ECOWAS Common External Tariff (CET) is 
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established until the end of 2011; ‘general incidence’ of new tariffs should not 

be higher than Ghana’s liberalization commitments towards the EU.  

Liberalization schedules/ market access offer   

Since 1st January 2008, all imports from Ghana have entered the EU 

duty and quota-free, except for rice and sugar which had a transitional period 

of 2010 and 2015 respectively. In return, Ghana agreed to liberalize 80 percent 

of its imports from the EU, representing 81% of tariff lines over 15 years - 

January 2008 to 2022. Liberalized EU imports are mainly industrial machines 

(pumps, generators, turbines, etc.), certain vehicles (boats, aircraft, cars), and 

certain chemicals. Ghana’s revised liberalization schedule indicates that 995 

tariff items constituting 22.6% of goods should be liberalized by January 1, 

2013. In practice, however, only 8.7 9 percent of items (i.e. group A product 

which attracts 5 percent tariff) would be affected as the remaining products 

already attract no tariffs (i.e. already duty-free) before initialling the IEPA. 

Ghana is also required to liberalize 44.1 percent of her imports from the EU 

between January 2015 and 2017. These items attract between 5 and 10 percent 

tariffs. The liberalization of all of the highest tariff items (20%) is deferred 

until the two final years (2021 and 2022).  

 Ghana IEPA Excluded Items  

             The IEPA excluded some 1,038 items from liberalization, 32.5% of 

which are agricultural products already covered by WTO rules. About 85 

percent of the excluded items are in the highest tariff band of 20%, while 10% 

are within the lowest traffic band of 10. Out of the excluded products, plastics 

and related products dominate with 7.1 percent, followed by fish and 

crustaceans, mollusks and other aquatic invertebrates (6.2%), mead and edible 
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meat offal (5.8%), etc. Also excluded from liberalization are preparations of 

vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants which constitute 5.4% of the 

total number of excluded lines the harmonized system (HS) chapter. Paper and 

paperboard; articles of paper pulp, of paper or paperboard also form 4.7% of 

the total number of excluded lines in the HS system.  

 Some of the commodities on the exclusion of the list are plastics and 

articles thereof, fish and crustaceans, mollusks and other aquatic invertebrates, 

Meat and edible meat offal, preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other 

parts of plants, electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof; sound 

recorders and reproducers, television image and sound recorders and 

reproducers, and parts and accessories of such articles, cocoa and cocoa 

preparations, animal/vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; 

prepared edible fats; animal/vegetable waxes. 

Elimination of Export Taxes  

The interim EPA requires that Ghana and the EU do not introduce new 

export duties or increase existing export duties. However, temporary 

introductions/ increases in export taxes are allowed in case of infant industries 

or for environmental protection or to maintain currency value stability (i.e. 

emergencies) but the EC needs to be consulted in such instances. These 

temporary provisions are subject to review after 3 years. This provision 

suggests that the duties/tariffs of items excluded from liberalization cannot be 

increased without prior consultation with the EU.   

Standstill Provision  

The standstill clauses in the EPA stipulate that no new tariffs can be 

introduced and once eliminated; tariffs may not be re-imposed or increased. 
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Thus Ghana cannot increase its current tariff levels or introduce new ones 

under the EPA. This goes contrary to WTO provisions where applied tariff 

rates are often much lower than ceiling (i.e. the rate at which they are bound). 

Article 15 of Ghana IEPA includes a standstill obligation but makes an 

exception for revision in the light of regional integration.   

Most Favoured Nation (MFN) Clause  

The MFN clause requires parties to the IEPA to extend to each other 

the same treatment should one of the parties conclude a free trade agreement 

with any other developed or non-EU country or grouping which is a major 

trading economy. The MFN clause is asymmetrical restriction of policy space 

in the sense that both parties are obliged to extend to the other improvements 

in treatment.  Ghana currently enjoys this clause under the World Trade 

Centre in relation to trade with the EU. 

Rules of origin clause  

The rules of origin clause under the IEPA define which goods can 

qualify as a Ghanaian product and therefore can access the EU market. The 

present rule of origin stipulates that: goods can be defined as Ghanaian 

produce if the inputs originate from a country that has also signed an IEPA, 

which for the West Africa region is only Ivory Coast. This means that 

products made out of inputs from other West African countries like Togo or 

Nigeria cannot access the EU market as goods originating from Ghana. Ghana 

would, therefore, be constrained in expanding its agro-industrial export sector 

as the country relies on Asia and other countries for raw materials such as 

plastics and heavy metals.   
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Justifications in support and against Ghana’s [interim] EPA 

Several arguments have been advanced by both supporters and 

opponents of EPA that need to be examined as we attempt to assess the 

effect/likely effect of IEPA on the Ghanaian economy, smallholder 

agriculture, food security, and poverty. According to the European 

Commission, the economic and institutional environment in most African, 

Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries has not been conducive to the 

development of a competitive private sector or the growth of investment or 

diversification of production. As a result, ACP countries have not been able to 

take advantage of all the opportunities offered by the special trade preferences 

granted under either the Lomé Conventions or the Cotonou agreement. The 

EC cited as evidence that ACP exports to the EU have declined from 6.7 

percent in 1976 to 2.8 in 1994 although the situation varies from one country 

or region to another. It concludes that the system of trade preferences adopted 

by the EC about ACP countries was ineffective in combating poverty and 

under-development and therefore needed revision.  

The EC continued that trade preference for ACP states has contributed 

to entrenched marginalization and vulnerability, restricted innovation and 

diversification and was unable to guarantee incomes as prices fell. Trade 

preference also offered no incentives for better governance yet discriminated 

against non-ACP developing countries and above all, did not comply with 

WTO rules. In the light of the above, putting trade relations with ACP 

countries in alignment with global rules was seen as necessary; thus 

occasioning the launch of the EPAs by the European Commission. 
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 Other supporters of the EPA such as the Centre for Policy Analysis 

(CEPA) argue that not signing the EPA could pose a threat to the ‘emerging’ 

non-traditional export sector of the Ghanaian economy. According to them: 

The expiration and non-replacement of Cotonou would have 

automatically reverted Ghana to the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) 

regime, which is applied to all developing countries. The terms of the GSP 

regime are less favorable than Cotonou, with additional tariffs on horticultural 

products and processed cocoa among other things. These very products form a 

substantial proportion of non-traditional exports from Ghana; therefore, the 

threat was not limited to operators in the sector but also to the very strategy of 

export-led growth that Ghana aspires to utilize in the quest for economic 

prosperity."   

Supporters also contend that EPA will provide the best access to the 

EU market than any trade regime. For instance, EPA means no quotas, no 

duties on Ghanaian exports to the EU (other than short transition periods for 

sugar and rice). EPA would, in effect, provide free access to the EU market of 

half a billion people for all products from Ghana thus providing a lot of scope 

for economies of scale. Unlike the system under the Cotonou agreement, the 

EPA is argued to meet WTO rules and therefore would save parties from legal 

challenges.   

Other propositions in support of EPA include:  

An EPA will encourage processed exports with simpler and improved 

'rules of origin': It is argued that the rules of origin regime under EPA is 

superior to those applicable in Cotonou and even in GSP+, particularly on the 

degree of tolerance afforded to non-originating inputs. Thus, value additions 
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within the Free Trade Agreement (PTA) member states are counted as 

originating from the member making the application. This implies that Ghana 

could import materials to make goods for onward export to Europe, 

particularly in key sectors like textiles, fisheries, and agriculture.   

An EPA will help attract much-needed investment: It is argued that the 

EPA would open the flood gates for foreign direct investment as ACP 

countries would receive support in trade co-operation to help meet 

international product standards, agreements on trade in key services like 

telecommunications, banking, and construction that support a growing 

economy and measures to protect intellectual property like local brand names, 

etc. 

An EPA will help the ACP countries to engage in the global economy 

on their terms: It has been argued that Ghana and many ACP countries have 

been depending on trade preferences, waivers, and exclusions from the 

multilateral system and that this has contributed to locking them into basic 

commodity trade for more than thirty years. An EPA it is argued can help in 

creating viable regional economies with supply chains that can compete 

internationally. It is said the EPA could provide a platform for introducing and 

managing changes over many years while still protecting sensitive or growing 

industries.  

 Notwithstanding the positives of the EPA as advanced above, critics 

argue that EPA is unlikely to bring Africa closer to their development 

objectives and that, on the contrary, it is likely to bring more loses than gains 

to Africa. They explain that the value of the trade preferences that African 

countries will reap from EPA would diminish in about 5 to 10 years as the EU 
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is negotiating Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with other regions/countries 

such as Central America, Andean countries, ASEAN, India, etc. They 

conclude that it would be inappropriate for ACP countries to sign away their 

trade policy space. 55 Thus by the EU signing FTSs with other trading blocks, 

ACP countries would be exposed to stiff competition from these blocks who 

already have a competitive advantage (in terms of productive efficiency) over 

ACP countries.  

An earlier study on the potential development implications of EPA on 

Ghana concluded that an EPA will not meaningfully improve access to the EU 

market for Ghana's exporters beyond what they already enjoyed under the 

Cotonou agreement. It concluded that if the EU liberalizes 100 percent of its 

market, this would be worth less than 1 percent of the value of Ghana’s 2007 

exports to the EU. 

The study also argued that eliminating 80 percent of tariffs on Ghana's 

import under an EPA would expose domestic producers to direct competition 

with EU firms. Domestic agricultural producers would also be adversely 

affected by cheaper and (often heavily subsidized) EU agricultural exports 

given the contribution the agriculture sector makes to rural development, 

livelihood and food security in Ghana. Opponents of EPA further posit that 

there are likely to be significant losses in government revenue and a possible 

cut in public expenditure in important areas, such as health and education if 

Ghana liberalizes 80 percent of its trade with the EU under an EPA. This is 

because Ghana would lose the import tariff on goods from the EU.   

Civil society further contends that if new binding provisions relating to 

investment, competition and government procurement are adopted under an 
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EPA, it could further limit Ghana’s ability to regulate key sectors for 

development reasons. They clarified that there is little evidence to support the 

EU’s argument that an investment agreement would help attract much needed 

foreign direct investment (FDI) into Africa over and above what a country 

would otherwise receive.  

Critics also fear the EPA could undermine the development of regional 

markets if the current weaknesses stemming from conflicting and overlapping 

regional trade agendas are not sufficiently addressed before West African 

countries enter into an EPA. Civil society finds this significant given that 

regional trade has the potential to have as great an impact on generating 

growth and employment as markets in the EU, United States of America 

(USA) or other countries in the Organization of Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD).   

Among critics, there are considerable doubts about whether the EU's 

promise of aid for trade will be meaningfully delivered in the context of EPAs. 

They explain that no additional EPA development assistance has been 

provided for under the EU's main financial arm for delivering aid to ACP 

countries – the European Development Fund (EDF). Under the EDF's funding 

program for the period 2008-2013, African countries were to receive no extra 

resources for EPA related adjustment. Moreover, the EDAIF funding 

mechanism has been criticized for its slow disbursement and operational 

weaknesses giving further impetus to the inability of EPA to offset any loses 

likely to be occasioned by an EPA.  

Critics conclude “that without timely, effective and quick-disbursing 

development assistance for the adjustment costs of liberalization (including 
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fiscal reform, the restructuring of domestic production, and the creation of 

employment safety nets); EPA cannot provide a supportive framework for 

development in Ghana. Trade alone will not promote development unless 

sufficient investments are also made to strengthen the competitiveness and 

supply-side capacity of African countries.” 

 In the light of the foregoing discussion, and taking into cognizance the 

fact the EU has set 2014 as the period in which all EPA with ACP countries 

would be concluded, there is an urgent need to settle the debate by 

investigating the effect or likely effect of the (I) EPA on the economy in 

general and smallholder, agriculture, food security and poverty in particular. 

To achieve this feat, the next section sets out the appropriate methodology to 

help examine the pro and cons of the complex propositions advanced by both 

supporters and opponents of the EPA conundrum.  

Review of Recently Published Literature on ACP-European Union trade 

relations. 

           The purpose of this section is to present a more recent perspective of 

similar research topics by other researchers.  These literatures are reviewed in 

comparison with the objectives the researcher chooses to examine in this 

research work. The following 3 recently published works are therefore chosen 

and reviewed to ascertain to give a broader perspective of this research work 

done.  

Awuni (2016) made efforts to bridge the trade gap by evaluating the 

benefits of the EPAs to exporters in his study. His sample size was on three (3) 

top exporters in Ghana to the EU. He chose to research on this topic because 

in his view most of the relative studies conducted around this topic primarily 
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focus on the producers, not the exporters and that he considered the exporters 

as the primary facilitators of particular agreements. Exporters, in his view, 

carried through the vision of the agreements in their efforts to trade between 

their partners on the other side of the agreements. The researcher`s population 

of 50 exporters derived from the Association of certified exporters which is 

made up of exporters from both sides of the agreement that have the common 

interest of satisfying the tenets of the agreements. They also help the 

producers of the products to improve quality and meet the standards of the 

respective countries as proven by the study. He also concluded that despite the 

existence of these agreements, most of the exports are also vigorously affected 

by local trade of the specific countries in the EU. The various countries also 

take the imports through rigorous customs inspections which sometimes 

becomes too much as reported by the exporters.  This according to him in a 

way defeats the agenda behind the EPAs.  

Akintola et al, (2018) also argue on the research topic that the EPAs 

are a good stepping stone for further enhancement of trade between these 

partners. In effect, however, he concludes that they have been in existence for 

a long period to be viewed only as a stepping stone. Because of this, he adds 

that a more critical look is taken by the partners to review the partnership. His 

qualitative research was based on the main literature by other researchers on 

related topics on the EPA’s. This qualitative research was carried out with a 

population of 70 importers and exporters from the various EPA countries. 

However, the researcher chose to employ 7 exporters and 8 importers for this 

study. The researcher further breaks down this sample into 3 exporters from 

the ACPs and 4 from the EU countries. It was further broken into 4 importers 



32 
 

from the ACP countries and 4 from the EU countries. This strategy was meant 

to balance the study information gathering technique used to gather the data. 

The results of the study positively also indicated the neutrality of the importers 

and exporters concerning their expectations of the EPA’s. This is because 

although they operated under EPA’s it did not necessarily make any impact on 

the significant impact on their sales. They, therefore, reiterated the notion that 

the EPA’s have not fully achieved its purposes of bridging between the 

economies of the EPA’s and the participating countries under the EU.  

Beringn (2017) also reviews the impact of EPA’s between Germany 

and the West African Countries in the partnership. Out of a population of 30 

exporters randomly selected, the researcher chose a sample size of six (6) 

exporters in total, 3 from Germany, two (2) from Ghana and one 1 (1) from 

Cote D’Ivoire. This is also due to the number of trade relations that occur 

between Ghana, Cote D`Ivoire is significantly higher than the other ACP’s. 

Ghana and Cote D’Ivoire significantly inter-trade. The two ACP’s also enjoy a 

relatively stable economic environment which naturally encourages good trade 

relations between them and other partners.  The researcher chose a qualitative 

approach in his research the German respondents indicated the net benefit of 

their trade relations with West African partners and the nearly opposite 

sentiments felt form the 3 West African exporters. The EU (German exporters) 

generally felt being given a credible opportunity to make good returns. This is 

due to the fact the customs checks conducted on their products were very 

minimal in comparison to the counterparts from ACP’s.  
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Gaps in the Literature 

None of the research works examined concentrated on the exportation 

of fruits. The researcher`s main focus was on the exportation of fruits for 

which none of this literature concentrated on. The three reviewed works all did 

not concentrate specifically on the production and exportation of fruit but on 

general merchants. This, therefore, opens up a gap that is explored by the 

researcher in this study. This study offers to the benefit the EPAs give the 

farmers of the fruits and therefore takes the research to them to solicit their 

views in the form of questionnaires.  

Apart from the choice of respondents, the research also reviewed the 

research area. The literature recently reviewed all concentrated on the 

exporters in a particular location. Some of these exporters belong to an 

association or entity and therefore they were located through the associations 

they belonged to as indicated in (Awuni, 2016). Others were also randomly 

chosen by the researcher for the study. However, the researcher sees this as 

problematic and therefore chose Somanya where he could get his right mix of 

targeted respondents all to form one source or place.   

Closely identified with the research area of the study is the 

methodology of the research. The literature reviewed recently written 

literature were all done through qualitative methodology. The researcher 

considers the quantitative method as the more scientific approach to research 

that brings out the best results to a study and therefore chose to perform this 

study by the quantitative methodology. 
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Chapter Summary 

 Chapter two covered discussions on the theoretical framework for the 

study. Under the theoretical framework four theories were reviewed for the 

purpose of enhancing this study. The seminal literature relevant to this 

research was also discussed and this discussion brought out the various forms 

EPAs previously used and current EPA Ghana is under which is the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. The recently published research works relevant to this 

study are also reviewed in this study. Finally, it elaborates on the gaps that 

were left and is being covered by this study. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODS 

Introduction  

The purpose of this quantitative descriptive correlational study into the 

economic partnership agreement and agricultural production was to examine 

the impact the Cotonou Agreement, in particular, has had on the life of fruit 

farmers in Ghana. In recent times concerns have been raised on whether the 

CPA is the solution to Africa’s developmental challenges because most 

African economies are still suffering from the rippling effects of the global 

financial crises (Sam, 2016). This stems from the fact that the EPA when 

critically examined; normally favours the EU or developed economies at the 

expense of developing partners like Ghana. The quantitative descriptive 

correlational research study examined the benefits the CPA had brought to 

designated farmers and producers of fruit products in Ghana and future 

prospects for improved performance. 

 The purpose of the study was achieved through the examination of 

benefits that the EPAs have brought to designated farmers and producers of 

fruit products in Ghana and future prospects for improved performance.   

Chapter three discussed the research design, study area, population, 

sampling procedure, data collection instruments, data collection procedures, 

data processing and analysis, and chapter summary. 

Research Design  

Research design according to (Kerlinger, 1986) is “the plan and 

structure of investigation conceived to get answers to research questions”. The 

design of research identifies the methods and processes for obtaining the data 
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needed. It characterizes the general operational structure of the project that 

specifies what information is to be collected from which source and by what 

process. This study sought to collect data in the form of answered 

questionnaires collected from a group of selected respondents for the purpose 

of gathering data to determine the actual impact of the EPA’s especially in the 

lives of the fruit farmers and also in the business of other exporters and 

producers of fruit products. The study focused on mango & pineapple farmers 

located within Somanya in the Eastern Region of Ghana. 

Study Area  

This quantitative correlational study was conducted in the Somanya 

Local Area in the Eastern Region of Ghana. It potentially comprised of all 

farmers within that catchment area. The study included other beneficiaries or 

dependents of the farmers to enable the researcher to assess the various 

degrees of benefits on the whole family. All respondents were living or 

working in Somanya at the time the data was collected.   

Population 

The sample population selected for the quantitative correlational study 

came from Somanya. Somanya is a town and the capital of the Yilo Krobo 

district of the Eastern region of Ghana. The 2010 Population and Housing 

Census conducted by the Government of Ghana put the population of 

Somanya at 87,847 representing 3.3% of the region's total population. Males 

constitute 48.2% of the population while females represent 51.8 %, according 

to the 2010 Population and Housing Census in Ghana. Out of this population, 

a sample of 100 mango and pineapple farmers was selected for the study. 3 
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producers of fruit products were also selected for this study and out of the 50 

respondents were selected. 

Sampling Procedure  

The study population comprised all farmers at the Somanya Local Area 

and three companies located in the catchment area. Out of this population, a 

sample of one hundred farmers and fifty workers from the three companies 

were selected for the survey. Out of a population of over 16,000 within that 

local area, there were 150 farmers in the area. The sample was, therefore 

chosen from amongst these farmers and three manufacturing companies 

located within the catchment area. The sampling design was afforded a 

comprehensive explanation of the target population and the sampling method 

used for this research. The population was mixed because it comprised all 

farmers, their dependants and processing factories. 

A simple random sampling technique was used to sample 70 

respondents made up of farmers who were adjudged direct beneficiaries of the 

EPA. This method is chosen in order to save time and money in data 

collection. The sample size for this study was, therefore 100 made up of 70 

farmers, 20 dependents and 30 personnel of the three designated factories.   

The researcher adopted the purposive sampling technique to determine 

respondents from whom data was obtained. The researcher found this 

technique suitable to use because the sample was taken out of a different 

population of farmers and dependents and other persons form the factories 

were administered to seek answers to questions. Furthermore, this research, 

like any, involves a large population that is almost unreachable if each 

member of the population should have a known chance of being included in 
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the sample. This would too an unbearable cost on the researcher and would 

also take too much time.   

Data Collection Instruments  

Data collection was through a questionnaire that served as the main 

data collection instrument that was employed. The questionnaire the most 

shared research instrument, suitable to aid the researcher to asked questions 

and obtained data with ease. In all, the questionnaire was in 3 parts consisting 

of 30 items. Six related to demographics, six on general knowledge of the 

EPA’s Ghana, six related to the living standards of farmers, six on the impact 

of the EPA’s on the economy of Ghana and six on the direct benefit 

designated farmers have attained from the EPA’s.   

The questions were mostly closed-ended and in a major part contained 

a 5-point Likert Scale such as “No extent”, “Small extent”, “Some extent”, “A 

large extent” and “Very large extent”. The questionnaire was administered by 

the researcher to the sample participants in their farmlands, homes, and 

factories within the research area.  

Data Collection Procedures  

Primary and secondary data were collected for the quantitative 

correlational study. The researcher administered questionnaires to mango and 

pineapple farmers within the Somanya catchment area. The researcher 

completed the data collection within a period of five days.  The researcher 

explained questions that respondents provide clarity to questions that may not 

be understood.  Secondary data was also obtained through related pieces of 

literature of previous research works on the EPA.  
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Variables 

The quantitative correlational study identified key variables which 

were grouped into two, thus dependent and independent variables. These 

variables were used to test the hypotheses of the quantitative correlational 

study using the Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coefficient. Dependent 

variables are variables that result from the independent variables. The 

dependent variable used in the quantitative correlational study is the livelihood 

of farmers in Ghana. Independent variables are variables that are used in an 

experiment to study or observe the effect it has on another variable known as 

dependent variable. The independent variables identified in this quantitative 

correlational study are terms and conditions of the CPA. 

Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coefficient 

The Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coefficient is a statistic 

that indicates the degree to which two variables are related to one another. 

The sign of a correlation coefficient (+ or -) indicates the direction of the 

relationship between –1.00 and +1.00. Variables may be positively or 

negatively correlated. A positive correlation indicates a direct, positive 

relationship between two variables. A negative correlation, on the other hand, 

indicates an inverse, negative relationship between two variables (Leary, 

2004). This was employed to test the adopted hypotheses for the quantitative 

correlational study based on the defined variables above. 

Data Processing and Analysis  

Data Processing 

The questionnaires administered contained questions tailor made to 

address the research questions this study sought to investigate. These 
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questions were presented in a Microsoft word format and administered by the 

researcher. The respondents were guided by the researcher to fully understand 

the questions and provide accurate answers to them.  In the process of data 

processing, the researcher grouped the research questions into themes to show 

clear direction and intent of every question. These groups are then summarised 

to provide better analysis of the data gathered. 

Data Analysis 

Analyzing data involves searching for relevant patterns and 

ascertaining what was important.  Ary et al (2002) have proffered three phases 

involved in analysing data: organizing, interpreting, and summarizing data.  

Statistical tools such as tables, pie chart and bar graphs were used. The 

Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) and Microsoft Excel software 

were used in data analysis. Numerical codes were given to the closed-ended 

questions. Cronbach's coefficient was used to assess the reliability of the data 

collected. Data analyzed in the form of descriptive statistics and correlational 

analysis. The results of the data analyzed were then presented in tables and 

charts/figures. 

Chapter Summary 

 Chapter three discussed the methodology was adopted and used by the 

researcher. It elaborated on the design of the study. This chapter also discussed 

the study area of the study which is Somanya. The population of farmers and 

fruit produce production companies was also considered under the population 

of the study. The chapter also elaborated on the sampling procedure used to 

select the sample of farmers and producers. The data collection instrument 

used to gather data for this study was also reviewed in this chapter. The data 
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gathered by the instruments were done though some procedures and this 

chapter reviewed these procedures. This chapter concluded by reviewing the 

procedures used to analyse the data obtained for the collection procedures.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

RESULTS AND DISCUSION 

Introduction 

The purpose of this quantitative correlational study into the economic 

partnership agreement and agricultural production was to examine the impact 

the Cotonou Agreement, in particular, has had on the life of fruit farmers in 

Ghana. In recent times concerns have been raised on whether the CPA is the 

solution to Africa’s developmental challenges because most African 

economies are still suffering from the rippling effects of the global financial 

crises (Sam, 2016). This stems from the fact that the EPA when critically 

examined; normally favours the EU or developed economies at the expense of 

developing partners like Ghana. The quantitative correlational research study 

examined the benefits the CPA had brought to designated farmers and 

producers of fruit products in Ghana and future prospects for improved 

performance.  

 The purpose of the study was achieved through the examination of 

benefits that the EPAs have brought to designated farmers and producers of 

fruit products in Ghana and future prospects for improved performance.  

Chapter four presents analysis of findings from survey data on the assessment 

of the economic partnership agreement and agricultural production. The 

chapter focuses on application of findings from the study to address the 

research questions. The chapter is organized as follows: data collection, 

demographics of participants, findings from survey data, and chapter 

summary. The findings are organized under three themes that emerged from 

the objectives of the study.  
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Data Collection 

Data collection for this quantitative descriptive correlational study was 

in two-fold. First was literature search as detailed in chapter two in which 

relevant information on the economic partnership agreement and agricultural 

production were obtained and analysed. This was followed by collection of 

secondary data through the survey of 100 research participants. The 

participants for this study were categorized into three groups of:  70 farmers, 

20 dependents and 30 factory workers. Data collected were coded for each of 

the respondents that participated in the survey. The coded data were then fed 

into the SPSS software version 21 for the generation of analyzed data. The 

results of this study were achieved through the analysis of emergent themes.  

Demographics of Participants 

 100 respondents participated in the survey and provided responses to 

closed ended questions filed through questionnaires. Participants’ consent was 

individually obtained. The participants were categorized into: farmers, 

dependents and personnel of three factories located at the research site. 

Demographic characteristics of respondents such as age, gender, level of 

education, category of respondents and number of fruits grown were 

considered and analyzed as follows: 
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 Figure 1: Demographic Data of Participants by age     

Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

 Figure 1 shows the age distribution of participants and revealed that 

10% of the respondents were between18-28 years, 35% of the respondents 

were between 28-38 years, and 46% of the respondents were between 38-48 

years. More so, Figure 1 shows that 9% of the respondents were over 48 years, 

With regard to this results, it can be clearly stated that majority of the 

respondents were between the ages of 38-48 years. This represents an elderly 

age. There is also the possibility that there is not much youthful exuberance in 

the agricultural sector in Ghana. 

Table 1: Demographic Data of Participants by gender 

Gender Frequency 

N=100 

Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

 

Male 61 61.0 61.0 61.0 

Female 39 39.0 39.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  

Source: Fieldwork (2019)  
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 Table 1 shows that more males: 61 (61%) than females: 39 (39%) 

participated in this study. The result confirms the finding that males are 

dominant in the agricultural sector in Ghana. 

Figure 2: Demographic Data of Participants by level of education   

Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

Figure 2 shows that 45% of the participants had obtained Basic School 

Certificate, 28% of the respondents were Senior High School Certificate 

holders, 9% of the respondents had had Tertiary Education and 18% of the 

respondents had no formal education at all. This indicates that most of the 

participants had Basic School Certificate. 
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 Figure 3: Demographic Data of Participants by category   

 Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

Figure 3 shows that 50% of the respondents were farmers, 5% were 

dependents, 15% were farmers with dependents and 30% were workers in a 

fruit producing factory. With regards to these results, it is clear that most of 

the respondents were farmers.  
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Figure 4: Demographic Data of Participants by number of fruits grown   

Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

Figure 4 indicates that 35% of the respondents grew one fruit, 52% of 

the respondents grew between two and five fruits and 13% grew more than 

five fruits. Hence, most of the participants grew between two and five fruits.  

Findings from Survey data 

This section presents the summary of themes that emerged from survey 

data which are presented based on the objectives of this quantitative 

descriptive study. Four themes were generated from responses to questions in 

the questionnaire. Responses to each of the questions on the questionnaire 

were then coded into the SPSS software. 

Summary of themes 

 The SPSS version 21 statistical research software was used to analyze 

data collected from participants through coding of responses under defined 
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themes. This quantitative study was guided by the following research 

questions that were developed from the objectives of the study:  

1.  What are the agricultural trade policy relations that have 

existed between the EU and ECOWAS as prescribed in the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement? 

2. What are the impacts of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement on 

the exports of  fruits from Ghana in terms of volume and value 

between 2013 and 2018? 

3.   What are the potential benefits in terms of technology transfer 

from European partners to Ghanaian farmers and producers that 

directly improve product quality and farm practice? 

The results of the study are presented under four identified themes in Table 2. 

Themes 1 through 3 addressed the research questions. Theme 1 addressed 

specific terms and conditions that directly affect the export of fruits from 

Ghana. Theme 2 revealed effects of the CPA on the exports of fruits. Theme 3 

related to benefits of the CPA. Theme 4 tested the correlation between the 

terms and conditions of the CPA and the livelihood of farmers in Ghana. 

Table 2: Summary of Themes from Survey Data  
Themes number Description of themes 

Theme 1 Specific terms and conditions that directly affect the export 

of fruits from Ghana. 

Theme 2 Effects of the CPA on the exports of fruits. 

Theme 3 

Theme 4 

Benefits of the CPA. 

Pearson Product-Moment correlation of variables 

Source: Fieldwork (2019) 
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Theme 1: Specific terms and conditions that directly affect the export of 

fruits from Ghana 

To ascertain respondents’ experiences on the specific terms and 

conditions that directly affect the export of fruits from Ghana, the following 

questions were asked. 

 Figure 5: Which of the EPAs have you heard about?    

Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

In Figure 5, 44% of the respondents indicated that they had heard 

about the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Additionally, 30% of the 

respondents indicated that they had heard about the Lomé Conventions. 

Furthermore, 8% indicated that they had heard about the Yaoundé 

Conventions. Whilst 10% of the respondents indicated that they had heard 
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about all of the above, 8% indicated that they had heard none of the above. 

Hence, most of the respondents indicated that they had heard about the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement. 

 Figure 6: Which of the EPAs affect your fruit cultivation and/or export 

business? 

Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

Figure 6, demonstrates that 44% of the respondents agreed that the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement affect their fruit cultivation and/or export 

business. Furthermore, 30% of the respondents agreed that the Lomé 

Conventions affect their fruit cultivation and/or export business. Also, 8% of 

the respondents agreed that the Yaoundé Conventions affect their fruit 

cultivation and/or export business. Additionally, 10% of the respondents 

agreed that all the above affect their fruit cultivation and/or export business. 

Also, 8% of the respondents agreed that none of the above affect their fruit 

cultivation and/or export business. Thus, extant of the respondents agreed that 
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the Cotonou Partnership Agreement affect their fruit cultivation and/or export 

business. 

 Figure 7: How does this agreement affect your fruit cultivation and/or export 
business?      
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 
 

Figure 7 shows that 40% of the participants were of the view that the 

agreement creates easy access to the EU market, 36% of the respondents were 

of the view that the agreement provides good collaboration with the EU 

partners, 10% of the respondents were of the view that the agreement projects 

Ghana as a good fruit production country in the EU and whilst 17% of the 

respondents were of the view that the agreement affect their fruit cultivation 

and/or export business through all of the above, 7% of the respondents were of 

the view that the agreement affect their fruit cultivation and/or export business 

through none of the above. Hence, most of the participants were of the view 

that the agreement provides good collaboration with the EU partners. 
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 Figure 8: How did you get to know about the Agreement(s)?  
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 
 

In Figure 8, 41% of the respondents indicated that they got to know 

about the agreements through a friend but 20% of the respondents indicated 

that they read about them online. Also, 8% of the respondents indicated that 

they got to know about the agreements through their work as a fruit farmer. 

Additionally, 31% of the respondents indicated that they got to know about the 

agreements through the experts they work with. Thus, most of the respondents 

indicated that they got to know about the agreements through a friend. 
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 Figure 9: How often do you rely on the Agreement in your work? 
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019) 
 

Figure 9 shows that 17% of the respondents often relied on the 

agreement during harvest period. Additionally, 59% of the respondents often 

relied on the agreement during exporting period. Also, 24% of the respondents 

often relied on the agreement during negotiation for export to European 

partners. Hence, most of the respondents often relied on the agreement during 

exporting period. 

Table 3: Do you directly export your products? 
Variable Frequency 

N=100 

Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Yes 36 36.0 36.0 36.0 

No 64 64.0 64.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  

Source: Fieldwork (2019) 
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Table 3 indicates that 36% of the respondents directly exported their 

products whereas 64% of them did not directly export their products.  

 Figure 10: Where do you sell your products?  

Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

Figure 10 show that 21% of the respondents sold their products only in 

Ghana. 50% of the respondents sold their products between Ghana and other 

African countries. 17% of the respondents sold their products in Europe. 12% 

of the respondents sold their products in Ghana, African countries and Europe. 

Hence, most of the respondents sold their products between Ghana and other 

African countries. 
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Table 4: Do terms and conditions in the EPA affect the production and/or 
export of your fruits?  
Variable Frequency 

N=100 

Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

 

Yes 63 63.0 63.0 63.0 

No 37 37.0 37.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  

Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

In Table 4, 63% of the respondents indicated that the terms and 

conditions in the EPA affected the production and/or export of their fruits. On 

the other hand, 37% of them indicated that the terms and conditions in the 

EPA affected the production and/or export of their fruits. Thus, most of the 

respondents indicated that the terms and conditions in the EPA affected the 

production and/or export of their fruits.  

Theme 2: Effects of the CPA on the exports of fruits 

To ascertain respondents’ perception on the effects of the CPA on the 

exports of fruits, the following questions were asked through a Likert scale. 

 Figure 11: I know about the Cotonou Partnership Agreement and its influence 
on my products. 
     
 Source: Fieldwork (2019) 
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Figure 11 shows that 22% of the respondents strongly agreed that they 

knew about the Cotonou Partnership Agreement and its influence on their 

products. While 56% of the respondents agreed that they knew about the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement and its influence on their products, 8% of the 

respondents neither agreed nor disagreed. Also, while 7% of the respondents 

disagreed, 7% of the respondents strongly disagreed that they knew about the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement and its influence on their products. Hence, 

most of the respondents agreed that they knew about the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement and its influence on their products. 

 Figure 12: I always insist on exporting to countries under the Cotonou 
Partnership Agreement    
Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

Figure 12 depicts that 18% of the respondents strongly agreed that they 

always insisted on exporting to countries under the Cotonou Partnership 
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Agreement. More so, 41% of the respondents agreed that they always insisted 

on exporting to countries under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Also, 

21% of the respondents neither agreed nor disagreed that they always insisted 

on exporting to countries under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Also, 9% 

of the respondents disagreed that they do not stick only to local spirit and that 

they shift from one brand to another. Finally, 11% of the respondents strongly 

disagreed that they always insisted on exporting to countries under the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Thus, majority of the respondents agreed that 

they always insisted on exporting to countries under the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement. 

 Figure 13: I import fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit beverages production 
materials from countries under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement  
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

In Figure 13, 40% of the respondents strongly agreed that they 

imported fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit beverages production materials 

from countries under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. More so, 30% of 

the respondents agreed that they imported fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit 

beverages production materials from countries under the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement. Also, 15% of the respondents neither agreed nor disagreed that 



58 
 

they imported fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit beverages production materials 

from countries under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Also, 6% of the 

respondents disagreed that they imported fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit 

beverages production materials from countries under the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement. Finally, 9% of the respondents strongly disagreed that they 

imported fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit beverages production materials 

from countries under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Thus, majority of 

the respondents strongly agreed that they imported fruit faming gadgets and/or 

fruit beverages production materials from countries under the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. 

 Figure 14: I always abide by the guidelines on export of fruits and fruit 
products in the Cotonou Partnership Agreement  
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

Figure 14 shows that 11% of the respondents strongly agreed that they 

always abided by the guidelines on export of fruits and fruit products in the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Also, 34% of the respondents agreed that 

they always abided by the guidelines on export of fruits and fruit products in 

the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Additionally, 13% of the respondents 
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were neutral that they always abided by the guidelines on export of fruits and 

fruit products in the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Furthermore, Figure 14 

demonstrates that 12% of the respondents disagreed that they always abided 

by the guidelines on export of fruits and fruit products in the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement and 20% of the respondents also strongly disagreed. 

Hence, majority of the respondents neither agreed nor agreed that they always 

abided by the guidelines on export of fruits and fruit products in the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. 

 Figure 15: I always make profit when I do business with countries that I do 
business with under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement 
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

Figure 15, indicates that 22% of the respondents strongly agreed that 

they always made profit when they do business with countries that they do 

business under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. While 56% of the 

respondents agreed that they always made profit when they do business with 

countries that they do business under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, 8% 

of the respondents neither agreed nor disagreed that they always made profit 
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when they do business with countries that they do business under the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. Also, 7% of the respondents disagreed that they 

always made profit when they do business with countries that they do business 

under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement whereas 7% of the respondents 

strongly disagreed. Hence, most of the respondents agreed that they always 

made profit when they do business with countries that they do business under 

the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. 

 Figure 16: I prefer to trade with countries and companies not under the 
Cotonou Partnership Agreement than those under the agreement  
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

In Figure 16, whereas 11% of the respondents strongly agreed, 22% of 

the respondents agreed that they preferred to trade with countries and 

companies not under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement than those under the 

agreement. In addition, 14% of the respondents neither agreed nor disagreed 

that they preferred to trade with countries and companies not under the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement than those under the agreement. Also, 22% of 

the respondents also disagreed that they preferred to trade with countries and 
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companies not under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement than those under the 

agreement. Finally, 31% of the respondents strongly disagreed that they 

preferred to trade with countries and companies not under the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement than those under the agreement.  Hence, majority of 

the respondents strongly disagreed they preferred to trade with countries and 

companies not under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement than those under the 

agreement. 

Theme 3: Benefits of the CPA. 

In order to ascertain respondents’ experiences on the benefits of the 

CPA, the following questions were asked through a likert scale. 

 Figure 17: The Cotonou Partnership Agreement has yielded significant 
economic returns to fruit framers in Somanya   
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

Figure 17 demonstrates that whereas 38% of the respondents strongly 

agreed, 28% agreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had yielded 

significant economic returns to fruit framers in Somanya. Also, while 12% of 

the respondents were neutral, 6% disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement had yielded significant economic returns to fruit framers in 

Somanya. Additionally 16% of the respondents strongly agreed that the 
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Cotonou Partnership Agreement had yielded significant economic returns to 

fruit framers in Somanya. Hence, extant of the respondents strongly agreed 

that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had yielded significant economic 

returns to fruit framers in Somanya. 

 Figure 18: The Cotonou Partnership Agreement has special trade advantages 
for you as a fruit farmer.     
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019) 

In figure 18, 27% of the respondents strongly agreed that the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement had special trade advantages for fruit farmers. 

Additionally, 52% of the respondents agreed that the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement had special trade advantages for fruit farmers. Also, 10% of the 

respondents were neutral that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had special 

trade advantages for fruit farmers. More so, 3% of the respondents agreed that 

the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had special trade advantages for fruit 

farmers. Lastly, 8% of the respondents strongly agreed that the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement had special trade advantages for fruit farmers. Thus, 

most of the respondents agreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had 
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special trade advantages for fruit farmers. This confirms the assertion of 

(Akintola et al., 2018) that the EPAs are a good stepping stone for further 

enhancement of trade between these partners. 

 Figure 19: You as a fruit farmer in Somanya community will always trade 
under the Agreement.  
     
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

Figure 19, shows that 22% of the respondents strongly agreed that they 

as fruit farmers in Somanya community will always trade under the 

Agreement. Additionally, 53% of the respondents agreed that they as fruit 

farmers in Somanya community will always trade under the Agreement. Also, 

8% of the respondents were neutral that they as fruit farmers in Somanya 

community will always trade under the Agreement. Furthermore, 7% of the 

respondents disagreed that they as fruit farmers in Somanya community will 

always trade under the Agreement whereas 10% of the respondents strongly 

disagreed that they as fruit farmers in Somanya community will always trade 
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under the Agreement. Hence, most of the respondents agreed that they as fruit 

farmers in Somanya community will always trade under the Agreement. 

 Figure 20: The fruit farmers in Somanya always strive to meet the guidelines 
of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement   
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

Figure 20, shows that 15% of the respondents strongly agreed that the 

fruit farmers in Somanya always strived to meet the guidelines of the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. While 22% of the respondents agreed that the fruit 

farmers in Somanya always strived to meet the guidelines of the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement, 48% of the respondents neither agreed nor disagreed. 

Also, while 7% of the respondents disagreed, 8% of the respondents strongly 

disagreed that the fruit farmers in Somanya always strived to meet the 

guidelines of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Hence, most of the 

respondents agreed that the fruit farmers in Somanya always strived to meet 

the guidelines of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. 
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 Figure 21: The Cotonou Partnership Agreement has brought several 
agricultural tools and technology to fruit farming  
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

Figure 21 depicts that 22% of the respondents strongly agreed that the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement had brought several agricultural tools and 

technology to fruit farming. More so, 23% of the respondents agreed that the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement had brought several agricultural tools and 

technology to fruit farming. Also, 12% of the respondents neither agreed nor 

disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had brought several 

agricultural tools and technology to fruit farming. Also, 40% of the 

respondents disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had brought 

several agricultural tools and technology to fruit farming. Finally, 3% of the 

respondents strongly disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had 

brought several agricultural tools and technology to fruit farming. Thus, 

majority of the respondents disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

had brought several agricultural tools and technology to fruit farming. 
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 Figure 22: The Cotonou Partnership Agreement will always help you to gain 
more scientific knowledge in farming   
 
Source: Fieldwork (2019). 

In figure 22, 22% of the respondents strongly agreed that the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement will always help farmers to gain more scientific 

knowledge in farming. More so, 56% of the respondents agreed that the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement will always help farmers to gain more 

scientific knowledge in farming. Also, 8% of the respondents neither agreed 

nor disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement will always help 

farmers to gain more scientific knowledge in farming. Also, 7% of the 

respondents disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement will always 

help farmers to gain more scientific knowledge in farming. Finally, 7% of the 

respondents strongly disagreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement will 

always help farmers to gain more scientific knowledge in farming. Thus, 

majority of the respondents agreed that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

will always help farmers to gain more scientific knowledge in farming. 
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Theme 4: Pearson Product-Moment Correlation (PPMC) of Variables 

In order to test the hypotheses, correlation analysis was conducted to 

study the level at which two variables move or diverge together from one case 

to the next, and to assess the significance of the connection. This analysis 

generates a correlation coefficient which explains the extent to which the 

two variables move together. The correlation coefficient is coded as “r”. The 

“r” value range is between 0 to ±1. The value of zero (0) indicating that 

there is no relationship between the two variables. The value of 1.0 showing 

that there is a perfect linear relationship between the two variables. A positive 

value shows that the two variables move together in the same trend, and 

when the “r” is a negative value, it shows that the variables move in opposite 

direction or trend. In interpreting the values from 0 to 1.0, different authors 

suggest different interpretations; however Cohen (1988) suggests the 

following guidelines. 

r=.10 to .29 or r= -.10 to -.29           Small/Weak  

r=.30 to .49 or r= -30 to -.49            Medium  

r=.50 to 1.0 or r= -.50 to -1.0          Large/Strong 

It must be noted that these guidelines apply whether or not there is a 

negative sign in front of the r value or not. In this research, Pearson product 

moment correlation coefficient was employed to determine the correlation or 

relationship among terms and conditions of the CPA and the livelihood of 

farmers in Ghana. 

Table 4.2 depicts the findings of the correlations between these 

variables. Besides determining the correlation between variables, the 

correlation table indicates the statistical significance of the relationship. If a 



68 
 

relationship between variables is statistically significant, this signals a good 

chance of these two variables being related to one another in the 

population. For the purpose of this quantitative correlational study, 

significance level was set at P < 0.05. 

Table 5 Correlation among Main Study Variables 
 Variables Independent Dependent 
Independent Terms and Conditions of the CPA   

Dependent Livelihood of farmers in Ghana           .527  

** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level 

 Source: Fieldwork (2019).  

In table 5, there is a PPMC coefficient (r) of 0.527 between terms and 

conditions (independent variable) of the CPA and the livelihood of farmers in 

Ghana (dependent variable). This implies that the two variables are strongly 

related positively. As such, this negates the hypothesis “H0” which states that 

there are no significant terms and conditions under the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement that impact the livelihood of fruit farmers in Ghana. There, we 

reject the null hypothesis “H0” and accept the alternate hypothesis “H1” 

which states there are significant terms and conditions under the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement that impact the livelihood of fruit farmers in Ghana. 

Chapter Summary 

              Chapter four presented the findings of the assessment of the 

implications for accepting and abiding by the terms and conditions of the 

EPA’s for Ghana considering the fact that a significant chunk of its 

agricultural exports are primary. Farmers were very familiar with the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement as they were aware of the terms and conditions in the 

agreement. The findings show that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement has 
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been beneficial in recent times and there has been a positive effect of the 

agreement on the export of fruits in Ghana. Challenges identified in this study 

include; language barrier, delays, harassment or extortion and bad roads.  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Introduction 

The purpose of this quantitative correlational study into the economic 

partnership agreement and agricultural production was to examine the impact 

the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, in particular, has had on the life of fruit 

farmers in Ghana. In recent times concerns have been raised on whether the 

CPA is the solution to Africa’s developmental challenges because most 

African economies are still suffering from the rippling effects of the global 

financial crises (Sam, 2016). This stems from the fact that the EPA when 

critically examined; normally favours the EU or developed economies at the 

expense of developing partners like Ghana. The quantitative descriptive 

correlational research study examined the benefits the CPA had brought to 

designated farmers and producers of fruit products in Ghana and future 

prospects for improved performance.  

To achieve the purpose of the study, the following research questions 

were used and provided guidance to the study:  

1. What are the agricultural trade policy relations that has existed  

between the EU and ECOWAS as prescribed in the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement? 

2. What are the impacts of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement on 

the exports of  fruits from Ghana in terms of volume and value 

between 2013 and 2018? 
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3.   What are the potential benefits in terms of technology transfer 

from European partners to Ghanaian farmers and producers that 

directly improve product quality and farm practice? 

  To probe these research questions, the quantitative descriptive 

correlational study was guided by the four interrelated theories that provided 

theoritical foundation for the quantitative descriptive correlational research 

study. The collaborative nature of these theories to promote international trade 

is the main reason for selecting the theories for this quantitative correlational 

case study involving Farmers in Somanya, in Ghana. These theories were 

relevant to the analysis because it facilitated appreciation of how and why in 

spite of the many years of implementation the Coutonou Partnership 

Agreement (CPA), intra-regional trade is not getting a significant place in the 

economic growth of some member states. 

The nature of the study was quantitative and correlational. To 

effectively address the research questions, a case study design was found to be 

more suited for this study because it facilitated understanding of the 

complexity of the single phenomenon of the impact the Cotonou Agreement, 

in particular, has had on the life of fruit farmers in Ghana. Secondary data 

were obtained within one month from 100 participants made up of 70 farmers, 

20 dependents and 30 personnel of the three factories located within the 

research site. Each of the 100 research participants completed the survey with 

questionnaire and returned same to the researcher. The SPSS version 21 

software package was used for data entry and analysis. Chapter five presents 

the summary and discussion of findings, conclusions and recommendations on 



72 
 

how to address the various challenges that emerged from the findings of the 

study. 

Summary of Findings 

This quantitative correlational study revealed that a significant 

proportion of the participants were males though both males and females 

partake in farming business in the agricultural industry in Ghana. The finding 

confirms the fact that the Agricultural Industry in Ghana is male dominated. It 

also showed that a major proportion of the participants had attained a basic 

school education. Furthermore, the study revealed that most of the participants 

grew different types of fruits.  

 In addressing research question one on the specific terms and 

conditions in the Cotonou Partnership Agreement that directly affect exports 

of fruits from the Ghanaian market, research participants identified their 

knowledge of the EPA’s especially the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. It is 

also pertinent to note that the terms and conditions of the CPA affect the 

business of the participants through creating easy access to the EU market and 

providing good collaboration with the EU partners. As a result, most of the 

participants rely on the agreement in their farming businesses. However, even 

with the existence of these terms and conditions, most of the respondents were 

not able to export their products directly to the EU markets. Most of them sold 

their produce in Ghana and other African countries. 

            With regards to research question on the effects of the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement on the exports of fruits from Ghana, the respondents 

were fully aware of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement and always insist on 

exporting to countries under the CPA. In return, the participants also indicated 
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that they import their farm machineries and gadgets from countries under the 

CPA. As such, they strive to abide by the guidelines on export of fruits and 

fruit products in the CPA. Participants appreciated that their profit levels had 

increased since they operated under the CPA. This is because farmers under 

the CPA prefer to do business with countries and companies that operate under 

the CPA other than those who do not operate under the CPA. 

           The respondents indicated that the CPA had yielded significant 

economic returns to fruit framers in Somanya as there were special advantages 

to farmers who operate under the CPA. The participants were happy about the 

CPA and pledged to always trade under the agreement. However, the 

respondents agreed that the main challenge in operating under the CPA is that 

the CPA does not provide adequate tools and technology for farming. 

Nonetheless, they did not belittle the fact that the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement will always help farmers to gain more scientific knowledge in 

farming.  

Conclusions 

A significant number of respondents indicated that they had heard 

about the CPA and that they got to know about the agreement through their 

friends and close relations. Obviously, the terms and conditions of the 

agreement given by these people were not exhaustive so most of the 

respondents do not have a full knowledge of the terms and conditions of the 

CPA. Some of the terms and conditions that the respondents knew about were 

that the agreement would create easy access to the EU market and provide 

good collaboration with the EU partners. This is because these terms and 

conditions affect their cultivation and export business.  
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The participants indicated several effects of the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement on the exports of fruits from Ghana. They stated emphatically that 

they are able to import fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit beverages production 

materials from countries under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Though 

the agreement does not directly provide farm machinery and gadgets to 

farmers under the agreement, these farmers are able to trade with countries 

under the CPA under favourable conditions. In view of this, most of the 

participants always abide by the guidelines on export of fruits and fruit 

products in the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. Another effect of the CPA on 

the business of the respondents is that they always make profit when they do 

business with countries that do business under the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement. Therefore, they preferred to trade with countries and companies 

under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement than those who do not operate 

under the agreement.  

The study also explained that the Cotonou Partnership Agreement had 

yielded significant economic returns to fruit framers in Somanya. The 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement had provided special trade advantages for 

fruit farmers. They are able to export to countries under the CPA with no 

hindrance. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement had benefited the participants 

by providing the smooth trade of several agricultural tools and technology to 

fruit farmers. The participants strongly believed that they had benefitted in 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement as the agreement had helped farmers to gain 

more scientific knowledge in farming.   

  The study further revealed that there are significant terms and 

conditions under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement that impact the 
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livelihood of fruit farmers in Ghana and that there are significant potential 

benefits in terms of transfer of technology from European partners to 

Ghanaian farmers and producers especially those in the Somanya Area. The 

study also indicated that there are significant impacts of tariff-free exports on 

welfare and socio-economic development to fruit exporters in Ghana 

particularly those in the Somanya area. 

Limitations of the Study 

Some limitations of this quantitative descriptive correlational research 

were identified and these limitations could be taken up in other future studies. 

Firstly, the study was limited to only farmers and personnel of fruit producing 

companies over a period of four weekends in Somanya in the Yilo Krobo 

district of the Eastern Region which is one of the leading towns which produce 

fruits in the Country. The nature of the responses might be different from that 

of less endowed fruit production areas. 

Another limitation is that data was obtained by self-report measures 

which may be affected by common method variance. A common method 

variance is the overlap in variance between two variables attributable to the 

type of instrument used rather than due to the relationships in the underlying 

constructs (Avolio, Yamarino & Bass, 1991). Data on both independent and 

dependent variables were collected at the same time using the same 

Questionnaire.  Responses could therefore be bias towards one variable. 

Also, the study adopted cross-sectional data collection which means 

that data was collected at a single point in time and this is another limitation.  

Hence the data analysis and conclusions made will be appropriately applicable 

to conditions prevailing at the time data was collected. If the questionnaires, 
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for instance, are to be distributed some years later, the responses would be 

different and so will the data analysis and conclusions drawn. 

Finally, the limitation in time and resources on the part of the 

researcher restricted the study to be centered in the Eastern Region though 

there are other leading areas where fruits are produced in Ghana outside 

Somanya and the Eastern Region as a whole. This limitation influenced the 

size of the sample for the study. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings and conclusions of the study, the following 

recommendations are made: 

1. Institutions responsible for implementing the EPA should be well 

resourced and equipped with well trained staff and logistics to enable 

them carry out their mandate. Public enforcement agencies should 

continue to pursue formal and informal partnerships, not only among 

state agencies but also with relevant private sector organizations 

especially in areas relevant to the EPA’s. 

2. There should be conscious national policies in the various countries 

under the CPA aimed at educating people on the terms and conditions 

of the CPA. Educating people might ease the difficulties encountered 

in the implementation process. This is because people will be well 

versed in the requirements of the partnership and will therefore go 

through the formalities under the partnership without experiencing the 

current challenges. The education process should be included in the 

curricula of schools from basic to tertiary levels.  
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3. Public awareness will enable the implementing agencies to overcome 

current challenges that hinder the progress of the CPA. Local means of 

disseminating information (public education) at the farming 

communities of the countries that operate under the CPA should be 

adopted to explain the intent and practical application of the 

partnership agreement to stakeholders. Expected increased awareness 

of the protocol will reduce or eliminate the challenges confronting the 

implementation of the partnership. 

Suggestions for Further Research 

More studies should be done on the assessment of Economic 

Partnership Agreements and agricultural production because the result found 

in this study is not extensive enough to conclude to get an in-depth 

understanding of Economic Partnership Agreement and agricultural 

production in Ghana. Possible factors that may influence the assessment of 

Economic Partnership Agreements and agricultural production in Ghana 

should also be examined. More fruit farming communities across the country 

should be included in future research to ensure a detailed assessment of the 

Economic Partnership Agreements and agricultural production in Ghana.  

Research on the assessment of the EPA’s should also be extended to other 

sectors of the economy aside the Ghanaian agricultural industry. 
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APPENDIX A 

SURVEY PROTOCOL 

The proposed quantitative correlational study into examining the impact the 

Cotonou Agreement, in particular, has had on the life of fruit farmers in Ghana 

is in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the award of a Master of Arts 

Degree in International Relations and Development by Nyansapo College, 

Accra  (under affiliation arrangement with University of Cape Coast), Cape 

Coast. 

 The following protocol and survey questions will guide the preparatory 

process of data collection through to application of close-ended survey 

questions: 

1. Ensure certainty of access to research site and participants. 

2. Obtain permission to access the proposed research site and  

participants. 

3. Pre-test survey protocol to validate survey questions. 

4. Revise/adjust survey questions where necessary. 

5. Schedule appointments for the main survey. 

6. Prepare and ensure availability of survey instruments. 

7. Get to the survey site early enough to avoid being late for scheduled  

time for the survey. 

8. Observe courtesies and protocols of greeting participants including  

introduction of yourself and purpose for the survey. 

9. Show approved formal consent for data collection and for the use of  

premises to authorities at the research site. 

10. Get survey underway by ensuring that participants answer the  
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questionnaire from the first question down to the last.  

11. Thank the participants and leave the survey site.     
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APPENDIX B 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR FAMRERS AND LOCAL PRODUCERS 

FRUITS PRODUCTS  

JUNE, 2019 

Preamble: 

I am a postgraduate candidate of Nyansapo College. I am conducting a 

research to examine Economic Partnership Agreement. This research is in 

partial fulfilment of the requirements for the award of master’s degree. You 

have been selected to assist the study by providing candid answers to the 

following questions on the subject. Your responses will be used solely for the 

intended purpose and be treated with utmost confidentiality. Thank you. 

Please tick and fill the blank spaces appropriately 

SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHY 

A1. Name (optional) --------------------------------------------------------------------  

A2. Age  

a. 18-28 years  

b. 28-38 years  

c. 38-48 years  

d. More than 48 years  

A3.  Gender  

a. Male  

b. Female  

A4. Level of education 

a. Primary 

b. Secondary 
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c. Tertiary  

d. No education  

A5. In which of these categories do you fall? 

a. Farmer 

b. Dependent 

c. Farmer with dependents 

d. Worker in a fruit producing factory 

 A6 How many kinds of fruits do you work grow or work? 

a. One 

b. Between two and five 

c. More than five 

SECTION B: (RQ1) SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS THAT 

DIRECTLY AFFECT THE EXPORT OF FRUITS FROM GHANA. 

B7. Which of the EPAs have you heard about? 

d. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

e. The Lomé Conventions 

f. The Yaoundé Conventions 

g. All of the above 

h. None of the above 

B8.  Which of the EPAs affect your fruit cultivation and/or export 

business? 

i. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

j. The Lomé Conventions 

k. The Yaoundé Conventions 

l. All of the above 
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m. None of the above 

B9. How does this agreement affect your fruit cultivation and/or export 

business? 

a. It creates easy access to the EU market. 

b. It provides good collaboration with the EU partners 

c. Ghana is projected as a good fruit production country in the EU 

d. All of the above 

e. None of the above 

f. If others, please 

state…………………………………………………………………… 

B10. How did you get to know about the Agreement(s)? 

a. Through a friend  

b.  By reading about it online 

c. Through my work as a fruit farmer 

d. Through experts who I work with 

e. If others, please 

state………………………………………………………………… 

B11. How often do you rely on the Agreement in your work?  

a. During harvest period 

b. During exporting period  

c. During negotiation for export to European partners 

d. Others, please 

specify…………………………………………………………………  

B12. Do you directly export your products? 

a. Yes  
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b. No 

B13. Where do you sell your products? 

a. In Ghana only 

b. Between Ghana and other African countries 

c. In Europe  

d. In Ghana, African countries and Europe 

e. If any other, please 

specify………………………………………………………………. 

 

B14. Do terms and conditions in the EPA affect the production and/or 

export of your fruits? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

SECTION C: (RQ 2) EFFECTS OF THE CPA ON THE EXPORTS OF 

FRUITS. 

Rate the following statements on a five point Likert scale ranging from 

strongly agree to strongly disagree where,  

1= Strongly Agree, 2 = Agree, 3=Neutral, 4= Disagree, 5= Strongly 

Disagree 

Statement 1 2 3 4 5 

C15. I know about the Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

and its influence on my products 

     

C16. I always insist on exporting to countries under the 

Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

     

C17. I import fruit faming gadgets and/or fruit beverages      
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production materials from countries under the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement  

C18. I always abide by the guidelines on export of fruits 

and fruit products in the  Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

     

C19. I always make profit when I do business with 

countries that I do business with under the Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement 

     

C20. I prefer to trade with countries and companies not 

under the Cotonou Partnership Agreement than those 

under the agreement  

     

 

SECTION D (RQ 3) BENEFITS OF THE CPA.  

1= Strongly Agree, 2 = Agree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Disagree, 5= Strongly 

Disagree 

Statement 1 2 3 4 5 

 D21. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement has yielded 

significant economic returns to fruit framers in Somanya 

     

D22. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement has special 

trade advantages for you as a fruit farmer. 

     

D23. You as a fruit farmers in Somanya community will 

always trade under the Agreement 

     

D24. The fruit farmers in Somanya always looks to meet 

the guidelines of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement 

     

 

D25 The Cotonou Partnership Agreement has brought 

several agricultural tools and technology to fruit farming 
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D26. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement will always 

help you to gain more scientific knowledge in farming 

     

 

Thank you for your cooperation.  
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APPENDIX C 

LETTER OF INTRODUCTION 

 

The Director, 

…………………………. 

Somanya 

September 04, 2019 

 

Dear Sir, 

Request for use of premises - Introduction of Mr. Emmanuel Bebaako-

Mensah 

I write to formally introduce to you the above named Mentee/student of 

Nyansapo College. In partial fulfilment of the Requirements for the Degree 

Master of Arts in International Relations and Development (MAIRD), Mr. 

Bebaako-Mensah proposes to conduct a research to examine the economic 

partnership agreement and agricultural production: case study of Ghanaian 

fruit exports and would appreciate your support in granting him permission 

and access to the designated research site.  

The purpose of this quantitative study into the economic partnership 

agreement and agricultural production is to assess the implications for 

accepting and abiding by the terms and conditions of the EPA’s for Ghana 

considering the fact that a significant chunk of its agricultural exports are 

primary. Farmers from Somanya will be surveyed through self-administered 

questionnaires to provide their personal perspectives on the problem 
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statement. Subjects’ confidentiality shall be assured (please see Appendix C). 

Proposed questionnaires are attached as Appendix B.  

Grateful to have your approval for Mr. Emmanuel Bebaako-Mensah to 

conduct the proposed research results of which shall contribute new 

knowledge to the world of academia as well as enhancing the benefits the 

EPAs to designated farmers and producers of fruit products in Ghana by 

signing the enclosed/attached permissions form. 

Counting on your cooperation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Alexander K Archine   

/s/ Dr. Alexander Kwame Archine 

Mentor (Dissertation Chair) 

Nyansapo College  

Email:   dean@nyansapocollege.edu.gh  

Alternative Email: kwamepaintsil@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 0277869765 
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APPENDIX D 

Informed Consent Form 

Title of Study 

Economic Partnership Agreement and Agricultural Production: Case Study of 

Ghanaian Fruit Exports. 

Researcher  

My name is Emmanuel Bebaako-Mensah and I am a student of Nyansapo 

College (affiliated to University of Cape Coast) working on a Master of Arts 

in International Relations and Development.  

Phone: +233244690580 

Email: kwamebeb@gmail.com 

Purpose of Study 

You are being asked to take part in a scientific research study. Before you 

decide to participate in this study, it is important that you understand why the 

research is being done and what it will involve. Please read the following 

information carefully. Please ask the researcher if there is anything that is not 

clear or if you need more information. 

The purpose of this quantitative study into the economic partnership 

agreement and agricultural production is to assess the implications for 

accepting and abiding by the terms and conditions of the EPA’s for Ghana 

considering the fact that a significant chunk of its agricultural exports are 

primary products. Farmers from Somanya will be surveyed through self-

administered questionnaires to provide their personal perspectives on the 

problem statement.  
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Confidentiality 

Your responses to this interview will be anonymous. Every effort will be made 

to preserve your identity and confidentiality of the information you will be 

providing through the following measures:  

 Alpha numeric code numbers shall be used in place of participants 

names 

 Notes and code numbers identifying participant information will be 

kept in a file cabinet in the personal possession of the researcher and 

shall not be made available to third parties beyond authorised officials 

of Nyansapo College. 

Contact Information  

If you have questions at any time about this study, or you experience adverse 

effects as a result of participating in this study, you may contact the researcher 

whose contact information is provided on the first page. If you have questions 

regarding your rights as a research participant, or if problems arise which you 

do not feel you can discuss with the researcher, please contact the College 

Dean on telephone number 0277869765. 

Voluntary Participation 

Your participation in this study is voluntary. It is up to you to decide whether 

or not to take part in this study. If you decide to take part in this study, you 

will be asked to sign a consent form. After you sign the consent form, you are 

still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason. Withdrawing 

from this study will not affect the relationship you have, if any, with the 

researcher. If you withdraw from the study before data collection is 

completed, your data will be marked “withdrawn” and not be made part of the 

data for analysis and inclusion in the final report. 
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Consent 

I have read and I understand the provided information and have had the 

opportunity to ask questions. I understand that my participation is voluntary 

and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason and 

without cost. I understand that I will be given a copy of this consent form. I 

voluntarily agree to take part in this study.  

 

Participant's signature ______________________________ Date __________  

 

Researcher's signature _____________________________ Date __________  

 


